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after being asked so many times by readers and listeners alike about what happened next
i decided to start at my arrival in the us at age 15 and reveal my story to the present day
as i approach my 82nd birthday the exciting journey of a young holocaust and wwii
survivor in this land of milk and honey is a vibrant testimony to an indomitable human
spirit incorrigible optimism and tremendous good fortune only in america could i have
made such a life for myself and my loved ones not anywhere else

in this memoir walter ziffer a holocaust survivor born in czechoslovakia in 1927 recounts
his boyhood experiences the polish and later german invasions of his hometown the
destruction of his synagogue his jewish community s forced move into a ghetto and his
1942 deportation and ensuing experiences in eight nazi concentration and slave labor
camps  in  1945  ziffer  returned  to  his  hometown  trained  as  a  mechanic  and  later
emigrated  to  the  us  where  he  converted  to  christianity  married  graduated  from
vanderbilt  university  with  an engineering degree worked for  general  motors  before
becoming a christian minister he taught and preached in ohio france washington dc and
belgium he later returned to judaism and considers himself a jewish secular humanist the
compelling story of an unfolding life carried by an insatiable search for meaning mahan
siler retired baptist minister in walter ziffer s beautifully written new book you will learn



Chosen For Destruction The Story Of A Holocaust Survivor

2 Chosen For Destruction The Story Of A Holocaust Survivor

of walter s complex life journey and you may experience thanks to his skillfully told story
and clearly articulated questions and insights a sense of his presence the presence of a
great man who finds in his own story lessons important for the rest of us especially now
richard chess director the center for jewish studies at unc asheville a powerful and
unique addition to the literature of the holocaust walter ziffer s memoir not only recounts
his own personal resilience and survival of the camps but also his own unusual spiritual
journey in which he both becomes a christian minister while retaining his quintessential
jewish identity this is  a learned well  crafted and fascinating new dimension to this
literature michael sartisky president emeritus louisiana endowment for the humanities
the holocaust portion of this memoir is as true and chilling as a parent s last words his
tale telling prowess makes as strong a mental impression as it makes a factual one rob
neufeld asheville citizen times

with a foreword by alan gratz new york times bestselling author of refugee ruth gruener
was a hidden child during the holocaust at the end of the war she and her parents were
overjoyed to be free but their struggles as displaced people had just begun in war
ravaged europe they waited for paperwork for a chance to come to america once they
arrived in brooklyn they began to build a new life but spoke little english ruth started at
a new school and tried to make friends but continued to fight nightmares and flashbacks
of her time during world war ii  the family s  perseverance is  a classic story of  the
american dream but also illustrates the difficulties that millions of immigrants face in the
aftermath of trauma this is a gripping and human account of a survivor s journey forward
with timely connections to refugee and immigrant experiences worldwide today

george topas moving and probing narrative is an important contribution to holocaust
literature elie  wiesel  the iron furnace is  a  profoundly moving account  of  faith love
courage  and  endurance  with  his  direct  and  deceptively  simple  style  george  topas
convinces us that we re sharing the heartfelt recollections of an old and dear friend this
story and this decent unassuming hero will leave an incredible impression on all readers
michael medved the iron furnace will greatly contribute to the deepening memory of the
holocaust it reveals the indomitable spirit of those that lived in the world which was
destroyed rabbi marvin hier dean simon wiesenthal center a searing tribute to one man s
indomitable spirit to outlive his tormentors canadian jewish news this chilling memoir
effectively reminds us of the inhumanity with which people treated their fellow humans
library journal

this book pays particular attention to the experiences of younger child survivors of the
holocaust considering how they kept in touch with one another and how they integrated
into larger cohorts of survivors settling in postwar britain digging deeper than ever
before into their postwar circumstances exposes the process of rebuilding shattered lives
and  the  evolution  of  community  relations  including  both  the  beneficial  and  re
traumatising effects engendered by these networks newly conducted interviews put the
experiences of younger survivors centre stage these individuals did not receive much
attention or status as survivors until the 1990s and whilst they represent the most active
cohort of survivor speakers in the uk their narratives and community relations have been
markedly absent from academic study

eva schloss anne frank s playmate and posthumous stepsister recounts the horrors of war
and her holocaust experience in this stirring memoir people around the world know the
tragic story of anne frank the teenage girl who lost her life in a concentration camp
during the holocaust but most people don t know about eva schloss anne s playmate and
posthumous stepsister though eva like anne was imprisoned in auschwitz at the age of 15
her story did not end there together with her mother eva endured daily degradation and
countless miseries at the hands of the nazis she was freed in 1945 but it would be
decades before eva was able to share her survivor s tale with the world eva schloss
moving  memoir  recounts  without  bitterness  or  hatred  the  horrors  of  war  the  love
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between mother and daughter and the strength and determination that helped a family
overcome danger  and  tragedy  first  published  in  1988  this  2019  paperback  edition
includes new discussion questions and a revealing interview with eva schloss

a new york times bestseller in this uplifting memoir in the vein of the last lecture and
man s search for meaning a holocaust survivor pays tribute to those who were lost by
telling his story sharing his wisdom and living his best possible life born in leipzig
germany into a jewish family eddie jaku was a teenager when his world was turned
upside down on november 9 1938 during the terrifying violence of kristallnacht the night
of broken glass eddie was beaten by ss thugs arrested and sent to a concentration camp
with thousands of other jews across germany every day of the next seven years of his life
eddie faced unimaginable horrors in buchenwald auschwitz and finally on a forced death
march during the third reich s final days the nazis took everything from eddie his family
his friends and his country but they did not break his spirit against unbelievable odds
eddie found the will to survive overwhelming grateful he made a promise he would smile
every day in thanks for the precious gift he was given and to honor the six million jews
murdered by hitler today at 100 years of age despite all he suffered eddie calls himself
the happiest man on earth in his remarkable memoir this born storyteller shares his
wisdom and reflects on how he has led his best possible life talking warmly and openly
about the power of gratitude tolerance and kindness life can be beautiful if you make it
beautiful with the happiest man on earth eddie shows us how filled with his insights on
friendship family health ethics love and hatred and the simple beliefs that have shaped
him the happiest man on earth offers timeless lessons for readers of all ages especially
for young people today

a penetrating memoir by the founder of the dallas holocaust memorial center mike jacobs
was born in the small polish town of konin after poland was invaded by the nazis in 1939
jacobs spent five years confined in ghettos and concentration camps but he kept hope
alive in his heart

a description of werner weinberg s life during the nazi period in germany and then
holland his imprisonment in bergen belsen and his unique personal reflections on his life
after the war

not quite fifteen years old at the time of the german invasion of poland in 1939 george
topas was fated to witness the ugliness and brutality of the nazi reign of terror in his
native land and to survive to tell his story in this compelling book

this unique research bibliography is offered in honor of leo eitinger of oslo norway dr
eitinger fled to norway in 1939 at the start of the world war ii  he was caught and
deported to auschwitz where among others he operated on elie wiesel who has written
the foreword to this volume after the war eitinger became a pioneering researcher on a
subject  from  which  many  shied  away  his  contributions  to  understanding  of  the
experience of massive psychological trauma have inspired others to do similar work his
many books and papers are listed in this special volume of the acclaimed bibliographic
series  edited by  israel  w charny of  the  institute  on the holocaust  and genocide in
jerusalem in order to acquaint users of this bibliography with the topic two introductory
articles are offered the first is titled survivors and their families and deals with the
impact of the holocaust on individuals the second psychiatry and the holocaust examines
the general impact of the holocaust on the field of psychiatry robert krell writes that in
general  the  psychiatric  literature  has  reflected  critically  on  the  survivor  due  to
preconceived notions held by many mental  health professionals  for  many years  the
exploration of victims psychopathology obscured the remarkable adaptation made by
some  survivors  the  problems  experienced  by  survivors  and  possible  approaches  to
treatment  were  entirely  absent  from mainstream psychiatric  textbooks  such  as  the
comprehensive textbook of psychiatry throughout the 1960s and 1970s fifty years of
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observations about survivors of  the concentration camps and other survivors of  the
holocaust in hiding as partisans in slave labor camps has provided a new body of medical
and  psychiatric  literature  this  comprehensive  bibliography  contains  a  plethora  of
references to significant pieces of literature regarding the holocaust and its effects on
survivors it will be of inestimable value to physicians psychiatrists psychologists and
social workers along with historians sociologists and holocaust studies specialists

alter wiener s  father was brutally  murdered on september 11 1939 by the german
invaders of poland alter was then a boy of 13 at the age of 15 he was deported to
blechhammer a forced labor camp for jews in germany he survived five camps upon
liberation by the russian army on may 9 1945 alter weighed 80 lbs as reflected on the
book s cover alter wiener is one of the very few holocaust survivors still living in portland
oregon he moved to oregon in 2000 and since then he has shared his life story with over
800 audiences as of april 2013 in universities colleges middle and high schools churches
synagogues prisons clubs etc he has also been interviewed by radio and tv stations as
well as the press wiener s autobiography is a testimony to an unfolding tragedy taking
place in wwii its message illustrates what prejudice may lead to and how tolerance is
imperative this book is not just wiener s life story but it reveals many responses to his
story hopefully it will enable many readers to truly understand such levels of horror and
a chance to empathize with the unique plight of the holocaust victims feel free to visit my
website alterwiener com for more information including links

eddie jaku was an 18 year old when he took a 9 hour ride home to see his family after 5
long years of separation fatigued famished and above all hankering for his mother s
warmth only to find the decrepit house abandoned and desolate devastated eddie slept
on his  childhood bed with an empty stomach and a heart  that  was brimming with
unspeakable agony he woke up in the dead of the night to the brutal thrashings by ten
odd brown shirts the moniker given to hitler s monster nazis adorned in the nazi uniform
they didn t  spare even the poor dog and had killed him with a bayonet eddie was
arrested  and deported  to  the  notorious  extermination  camps that  hitler  had raised
throughout europe with the sole intention of annihilating the dirty jews the night that
went down history as the night of broken glass had been the greatest mistake in eddie s
life it marked the beginning of a grueling journey to the god forsaken hell on earth but
eddie survived not once but thrice he was pulled out of the gas chambers thrice because
of his valuable mechanical skills surviving hitler s buchenwald and auschwitz the death
march and the heartbreaking loss of his family and still managing to live 100 years to be
the self proclaimed happiest man on earth is no ordinary feat it required extraordinary
chutzpah and resilience with wife flore and children michael and andre by his side eddie
more than just survived have you read anne frank s diaries and felt the tugging pain
inside as you read through the little girls diaries then eddie jaku s story will touch you in
a similar vein it is a heart wrenching and soul stirring story of a man s indomitable spirit
and his courageous fight for survival if books like man s search for meaning by another
holocaust survivor viktor frankl have found a place in your shelf and heart then give
eddie jaku a chance to tell his story too read this book on eddie jaku the centenarian who
transformed his life from being a stateless refugee to the happiest man on earth

this book is a collection of essays covering diverse perspectives within the study of
trauma and memory in its compartmentalisation into four sections the book diligently
analyses the literary representations of trauma and memory in the micro and macro
levels  of  cultural  contexts  analysis  of  these  representations  can  illuminate  societal
attitudes toward trauma memory and healing as well as shed light on larger issues such
as  war  violence  oppression  and  injustice  and  help  the  readers  gain  a  deeper
understanding of the complexities of human emotions reactions and coping mechanisms
the ethical questions discussed in the book also engage with the notions of authenticity
and responsibility prompting the readers with a sense of validation and solidarity
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to me hard times are like hide and seek where is the solution where is the hope we can
never give up looking for these things because they are just waiting to be found gidon lev
an 89 year old holocaust survivor has lived an extraordinary life at the age of six he was
imprisoned in the concentration camp of theresienstadt liberated when he was ten he
lost at least 26 members of his family including his father and grandfather but gidon s
life is extraordinary not only because he is one of the few living survivors remaining but
because of his lessons learned over nearly a century his enduring message is of hope and
opportunity to make things better by sharing his timeless simple belief and truths gidon
reminds us that we have the power to incrementally improve what is in front of us and
leave something better behind us his life is a lesson of how to do it even in the face of
astonishing adversity and let s make things better is the calling card of an indomitable
spirit by sharing his inspiring life story holocaust survivor gidon lev reminds us that the
human spirit is larger than even the most severe and unjust trauma through one of
history s darkest nights he preserved his brightness and warmth david von drehl author
of the new york times bestseller the book of charlie

a m fox s testament to her late husband s bravery brings home the horrors of life in the
camps without ever resorting to sensationalism utterly free from self indulgence this
clear sighted memoir is all about harry as an individual his quiet courage and resilience
and the remarkable and defiant personality that enabled him not only to survive but to
flourish in later life i found parts of the book horrifying beyond words but was inspired
by the positivity that shone through in spite of everything catherine coldstream author of
cloistered my years as a nun a holocaust survivor recounts his memories from pre war
poland to liberation honouring lost family and culture these are the memories of a man
who had been a young jewish boy in central poland his ninth birthday came in mid july
1939 less than two months later they are his memories of the nazi era from the very
beginning of ww11 until he was liberated by the russians on the 8 may 1945 this age of
death when the nazis attempted the absolute annihilation of all jews in europe regardless
of age character or gender is now referred to as the holocaust these memories include
those of his vibrant family life in poland before the war they are his homage and his
memorial to his parents his little sister and numerous uncles aunts and cousins who were
wiped out by the nazis along with centuries of their culture arriving in the uk on 14
august 1945 he was in the first group of concentration camp child survivors brought into
england at the invitation of king george v1 the story of these children s arrival and initial
rehabilitation in  the lake district  is  also told in  the 2020 bbc film the windermere
children  his  memories  conclude  with  some  glimpses  of  his  life  immediately  after
liberation and later when he made his home in the uk from dozens of known relatives
living in their town when war began he and his elder brother thought for a long time that
they were the only two survivors later they discovered there was a third survivor an even
younger  cousin  all  the  material  concerning  life  in  poland  life  during  the  war  and
vignettes  of  post  war  life  were  checked by  the  survivor  as  being true  to  what  he
remembered he also wanted to include something about how the author his second wife
came to meet him and this tale begins the book this memoire is a resounding affirmation
of life in the face of the barbaric culture of death of the holocaust harry s courage and
humanity rings out without food and friendship no one could survive may we never forget
lest such atrocities happen again cardinal timothy radcliffe i  was once giving a talk
alongside three professors to five hundred graduates and undergraduates the professors
each tried to explore why the holocaust happened i had to set them straight there is no
why harry fox unique in its scope revealing the world lost the horror survived and what
came next an emotive and beautifully written read heart wrenching and full of hope in
equal measure big sky review we must each say no to hatred a m fox an emotive and
beautifully written read horrifying heart wrenching and full of hope in equal measure

the autobiography of joseph freeman who lived with his family in poland during the early
years of the holocaust survived nazi death camps by believing he would survive and
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became a holocaust scholar and lecturer

the compelling memoir tells the story of holocaust survivor jack weiss this is the story of
his abused childhood how a deported eleven year old boy escaped from certain death to
join his father in the middle of a war he was deported again to the infamous auschwitz
bierkenau concentration camp where he was selected for forced labour somehow he
miraculously survived these horrors and at the age of 17 he was brought by the canadian
jewish congress to winnipeg manitoba where was finally able to carve out a life for
himself

during  the  nazi  regime  sam  offen  suffered  slave  labor  ghetto  confinement  and
concentration camp horror more than 50 members of his immediate and extended family
were killed despite the pain he has faced sam s story of survival is a testimony to triumph
of the human spirit he has shared his experiences with groups at schools events and the
holocaust memorial center in farmington hills michigan after much urging by friends and
family he has put his story in writing this is the hardcover edition of his book
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